
 

 

    
    

 
    A family of deer enjoying A family of deer enjoying A family of deer enjoying A family of deer enjoying the the the the zucchini in front ozucchini in front ozucchini in front ozucchini in front of Charleswood Mennonite Church.f Charleswood Mennonite Church.f Charleswood Mennonite Church.f Charleswood Mennonite Church.    

    Photo: John BraunPhoto: John BraunPhoto: John BraunPhoto: John Braun....    

 

e begin this season of The Grapevine with contributions reminding us 

of significant events - some recent, some from earlier times – in the 

lives of members of our church family which inspire both gratitude for 

past experience and hope as we consider what we may be called to be and to do 

in the present. We are grateful to all who contribute to The Grapevine and invite 

you to consider what you could offer to our fellowship by way of this newsletter. 

We look forward to hearing from you and remind you that The Grapevine 

requires tending! 

W
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Stories worth Telling … (continued from the last issue) 

                
 

Unexpected Hospitality 

by John and Edna Peters 
 

 After 3 years of MCC service in the Paraguayan Chaco Edna and I, with our 3 and 4 year 
old boys, returned to Canada for a 3-month furlough. It was the year of the World Fair 
(Expo) in Montreal. After reporting to MCC headquarters in Akron, PA we took an 
overnight train from New York to Montreal. We arrived at the train station on a Sunday 
morning. John tried to phone the place where he had made advance reservations but there 
was no answer. He tried again and again without success.  

Even in 1967 a family with two small children sitting at the train station drew attention. 
So before too long two gentlemen, working in the baggage department, started asking 
about our plans. They were anxious for us to pick up our luggage. When we told them about 
our dilemma one of them invited us to spend our days with his family. Not knowing what 
else to do, accommodations in Montreal during Expo were scarce, we agreed. So, he 
immediately informed his wife by phone who agreed to this sudden arrangement even 
though she was just getting ready to go to mass! 

We suggested that he call a taxi to take us to his house but he wouldn’t hear of it. Since 
another train was not expected for some time he would drive us to his place thus saving us 
the cost of a cab fare. As we were driving through Montreal with this total stranger John 
and I began to have some reservations about what we had gotten ourselves into.  

Eventually we arrived at the home of Raul and Carmelle Hitu. They had three young 
children. Instead of going to mass, Carmelle had already prepared a table laden with all 
kinds of food and made up their own bedroom into a guest room. Only Raul spoke English. 
We were invited to make ourselves at home and to feel free to help ourselves to food 
anytime. We did! She invited us to take a nap which we also gratefully accepted since the 
overnight train ride had not been as restful as it might have been. She even offered to make 
us bag lunches for the next day's visit to Expo. Needless to say, we did not refuse that offer 
either. That evening, after we settled the boys down for the night, we even visited briefly 
with John’s childhood friend living in Montreal at the time. 

The next day we packed up our boys and took the subway to the Expo. As we recall, it 
was a fun day but when we returned we were exhausted from carrying the boys, standing 
in numerous lines and seeing the many exciting pavilions and sights. The Hitus must have 
been aware of our exhaustion because we had barely returned to their place when 
Carmelle in halting English suggested that we should consider leaving the boys with her the 
next day. That way the children could play and we could enjoy the Expo on our own. We 
did! And by the way, she asked, did we have some laundry which needed washing? If so did 
we wish to leave it with her so she could tend to it while we were gone? We did!  

In the meantime, Raul was figuring out how we could get all our luggage to the train 
station without having to take a taxi. He suggested that he could take one bag along with 
him to the station on Tuesday and then we could take the subway with him on Wednesday 
morning with the rest of our luggage and our boys. So, we accepted his suggestion and 
repacked our suitcases accordingly. 
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When we returned Tuesday evening after another long and tiring day at Expo, Mark and 
Bruce were very happy to see us, none the worse for wear after spending the day with the 
wonderfully gracious French Canadian family who couldn’t speak German to them. All the 
while John was wondering how much this generosity would cost us. In the end, they asked 
for $32.00 and I think we gave them $35.00, a real generous tip from MCC volunteers. 
However, we were asked to do one other thing. Montreal apparently was getting a bad 
reputation for the way they were hosting the World Fair. So, Raul requested that we write a 
letter to his boss and a Montreal newspaper telling them of our experience. This we readily 
agreed to and followed through on shortly after we got to Saskatoon. And so, on 
Wednesday morning we bade the Hitus goodbye and left for Ottawa where we joyfully met 
Edna’s parents in the Ottawa train station. After an overnight stay at their friends’ place we 
undertook the long trip west via the northern route.  � 

 
 
 
 

The Wedding at Cana 

by James Friesen 
 

We had been walking all day, thinking about all the people who had strolled down these 
paths before. Were we shuffling down the same path that Jesus walked two thousand years 
ago? Were we having discussions in the same spot that the disciples once had? This spring, 
I took thirty three Westgate students on the four day hike in northern Israel that is known 
as the Jesus Trail.  

The first day starts in Nazareth and ends in Cana. It winds through beautiful valleys, 
down ancient streets and modern ones. I had walked this path a number of times and this 
spring I was truly feeling at home in this foreign environment … but then, something 
unique happened. Cana, as we all know, is the site of Jesus’ first miracle. In the church 
commemorating that miracle, large clay jars mark the spot where Jesus turned water into 
wine because his mother asked him to help out. According to the Biblical record, the 
wedding was quite a success since the wine flowed on and on. 

As our group was touring the church, I noticed a man who was quite frustrated. We had 
seen him on the path from Nazareth. He had walked in Jesus sandals to get the full 
experience so I assumed that his frustration may be related to blisters. I asked him whether 
everything was alright and he answered: “No. They won’t marry us.” Curious, I asked him to 
explain. He and his wife had walked this path and arrived at Cana to celebrate their 25th 
wedding anniversary. Now they found out that because they were Baptist, the Catholic 
priests would not marry them. 

Suddenly, his eyes brightened. “You could marry us,” he shouted. I’m not sure what look 
was on my face but he went on. “You’re a Christian, right?”  

“Yes,” I said, “but …”  
“Then, you can marry us. We just need to bring our own pastor.” 
Together we went to the director at the church. She looked at me with a bit of skepticism 

as she asked, “Are you a priest?”  
“Yes,” I said, not wanting to mess this up for the poor man and his wife. I felt I could rely 

on a loose definition of the priesthood of all believers. 
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The ceremony truly was 
beautiful. The chapel was 
packed with no room to spare, 
since all of my students 
crowded the space and 
participated in the readings. 
The church gave us a litany for 
the service, and among other 
things, I read the story of the 
wedding at Cana. The husband 
and wife were both in tears as 
they repeated their vows. And, 
I have to admit, I may have 
been a bit misty-eyed as well.� 

 
 
 
 

2017 MCC Plant Sale 

by Ron Dueck 
 

For many years, our congregation has been involved in raising funds for MCC projects 
through plant sales. I don’t know exactly how many years that CMC has organized this sale; 
it was going strong as part of the Winnipeg MCC Summer Festival when Wendy and I 
moved to Charleswood in 2004. At that time, Dave and Anne Winter were the coordinators 
of the sale and it seemed like the whole congregation was involved; either in raising plants 
for the sale or helping at the sale events.  

Over the years some of the volunteers have passed away or retired but the plant sale still 
is a much appreciated and anticipated event at the end of May, now part of the MCC 
Springfest. Some other changes have occurred: more plants are donated by commercial 

nurseries now with fewer individual donors. Many new volunteers 
have stepped in as others retire. Much of the coordination and 
planning for the sale was done through volunteers at Fort Garry 
Mennonite Fellowship this year. This year 13 members from CMC 
volunteered at the sale. Looking over my incomplete notes from the 
last 5 years, I noted that about 50 different people from our 
congregation had volunteered in this exciting event. That is a 
tremendous church-in-action record. 

The efforts in raising money have been most appreciated by MCC 
and the International recipients who have partnered with us in 
combatting disease, poverty and injustice. This year the funds raised 
were for women in Sudan. Sales were up substantially this year, 
totalling $5408.00. About 60% of the sales were made on Friday and 
40% on Saturday. Our main expense was a tent rental of about $1000, 
leaving a donation of $4256 for MCC. A BBQ on site added an 
additional $1269.  
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Plants come in many kinds, varieties and condition. Most are of a quality and type 
appreciated by the customers. The plants that don’t sell at the Plant Sale are sorted and 
healthy plants are sent to Selkirk MCC Thrift store. Eager customers there buy the 
remaining plants, usually in the first day.  

I invite you to participate in some way next year. The funds raised are for a great cause. 
Volunteering provides a great service. The growing and planting is one of the greatest joys 
and activities available and it is ECO-FRIENDLY! � 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Disc Driven 

by Anya Snider 
 

This past summer was spent the same way every summer is spent: playing ultimate 
Frisbee. My family has always been actively involved in the sport, and my brothers and I 
were raised toddling around on the sidelines as our parents played on the field. Through 
ultimate, I have had the opportunity to travel across Canada, the United States and Europe 
to participate in tournaments, competing on the national and world stage. It has been 
incredible to be able to represent my country on the Under 20 Team Canada women’s team 
for two summers.  

This summer, my brothers and I played for our provincial touring teams; Caleb and 
Quinn on the men’s team and I was on the women’s. We practiced all summer from May-
August, 3 to 4 evenings a week, traveling to two out of town tournaments on the weekends 
leading up to nationals, which were held in Ottawa, Canada. My team, Fusion came into the 
tournament as the defending champions, and the men’s team, General Strike was also 
ranked as one of the top teams in their division.  

This summer was a qualifying year for club worlds, meaning that the top 3 teams would 
get a bid to worlds for next summer. After a hard fought tournament we ended up finishing 
4th, one spot away from qualifying, however we were informed last week that Fusion was 
given an extra bid, so we will be traveling to worlds in Cincinnati for July 2018. The boys 
team, Strike finished 2nd so they will also be going to worlds as well.  

Being able to compete at a high level against the top teams in our country is always a 
privilege, and definitely worth all the time and hard work we put into practicing with our 
teams throughout the summer. Caleb, Quinn and I have all had the honour of playing for 
Team Canada, the highest level for our age group, and excitingly enough, Quinn and I will 
be playing together on the Under 24 Team Canada Mixed team at the World Championships 
in Perth, Australia this coming January 2018. Wish us luck!  

 
Congratulations and all the best in your upcoming tournaments! (ed.) � 
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European Study Tour 

by Ben De Ryck 
 

This past June, I was fortunate enough to participate in Westgate’s European study tour. 
We saw multiple major landmarks and historic sites, many of which were old cathedrals. It 
is nearly impossible not feel closer to God in such magnificent sanctuaries. God’s presence 
is even stronger than the respectful silence that cloaks these large cathedrals such as Notre 
Dame in Paris and Berliner Dom in Germany’s capital. These vast spaces create an ideal 
atmosphere for prayer. I was lucky enough to sit alone in amongst all the tourists but also 
in the presence of God. Although I am not used to such grand churches, I am used to prayer. 
France and Germany have such 
beautiful connections to God through 
brick and mortar and the grandiose 
construction can make it hard to 
remember that we have bonds with 
God that are just as strong. Winnipeg 
may not have the historic sites to show 
for it but it does have the people. The 
people I’m surrounded with every 
Sunday never fail to remember where 
they came from whether that be 
Germany, Russia or anywhere in 
between. I’m glad to have such mindful 
people in my congregation and I’m 
very happy to keep learning from 
them. � 

 
 
 
 

Books Added to the Church Library 
 

Thanks to Peter & Greti Peters for the books donated to our church 
library. Please feel free to check them out.  

 
Mennonite in Canada 

* Manufacturing Mennonites: Work and Religion in Post-War Manitoba (Janis Thiessen) 
* Mennonite Central Committee: A History (Esther Epp-Tiessen) 

 
Hope & Healing 

* Interfaith Spiritual Care: Understandings and Practices (edited by Daniel Schipani & Leah 
Dawn Bueckert) 

* When Faith is Tested: Pastoral Responses to Suffering and Tragic Death (Jeffry R. Zurheide) 
 

Witness/Mission 

* Woman to Woman: Sharing Jesus with a Muslim Friend (Joy Loewen) 

 

Berliner Dom. Photo: Ben De Ryck. 
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Mennonite History 

* Seeking Places of Peace: Global Mennonite History Series: North America (Royden Loewen 
& Steven M. Nolt) 

* Through Fire and Water: An Overview of Mennonite History (Rev. Ed.) (Harry Loewen & 
Steven M. Nolt) 

 
Peace & Justice 
* Buffalo Shout, Salmon Cry: Conversations on Creation, Land Justice, and Life Together 

(edited by Steve Heinrichs) 
* The Israelis: Portrait of a People in Conflict / Frank H. Epp 
* The Little Book of Biblical Justice: A Fresh Approach to the Bible’s Teachings on Justice 

(Chris Marshall) 
* No Future Without Forgiveness (Desmond Tutu) 

 
Biblical Studies  

* Paul and Jesus: How the Apostle Transformed Christianity (James D. Tabor) 
* The Cross and the Prodigal: The 15th Chapter of Luke Seen Through the Eyes of Middle 

Eastern Peasants (Kenneth E. Bailey) 
* Beyond Retribution: A New Testament Vision for Justice, Crime, and Punishment 

(Christopher D. Marshall) 
* Jesus and Paul Before Christianity: Their World and Work in Retrospect (V. George 

Shillington) 
 

Practical Theology 

* Rhythms of Grace: Meditations on the Dance of Faith, Its Difficulties and Delights (Donald G. 
Friesen) 

* Christianity After Religion: The End of Church and the Birth of a New Spiritual Awakening 
(Diana Butler Bass) 

* Obedient Love: Engaging the Commands of Jesus in the Gospels (Herbert C. Klassen) 
 
 

Ethics and Theology  

* Reclaiming the Body: Christians and the Faithful Use of Modern Medicine (Joel Shuman & 
Brian Volck) 

* What are People For? (Essays by Wendell Berry) 
* The Sunflower: On the Possibilities and Limits of Forgiveness (Simon Wiesenthal) 

 
Biography 

* Why I Am a Mennonite: Essays on Mennonite Identity (edited by Harry Loewen) 
* Salvation: Scenes from the Life of St. Francis (Valerie Martin) 
* Harold S. Bender, 1897-1962 (Albert N. Keim) 
* My Calling to Fulfill: The Orie O. Miller Story (John E. Sharp) 
* Blood Brothers (Elias Chacour) 
* The Ben Horch Story (Peter Letkemann) 
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Devotional Materials 
* A Simple Path (Mother Teresa) 
* The Healing Oasis: Guided Meditations for Mind, Body, and Spirit (Sharon Moon) 
* Silence, Simplicity and Solitude: A Guide for Spiritual Retreat (David A. Cooper) 
* Yes, And… : Daily Meditations (Richard Rohr) 
* My Grandfather’s Blessings: Stories of Strength, Refuge, and Belonging 

(Rachel Naomi Remen) 
* Hutterite Diaries: Wisdom from My Prairie Community (Linda Maendel) 
* The Message of St. Francis (Saint Francis of Assisi) 

 
General Interest 

* What is Iran? A Primer on Culture, Politics and Religion (Laurie Blanton Pierce) 
* What is Palestine/Israel? Answers to Common Questions (Sonia K. Weaver) 
* The Creation: An Appeal to Save Life on Earth (E.O. Wilson) 
* 1001 Surprising Things You Should Know About Christianity (Jerry MacGregor & 

Marie Prys) 
 

Fiction 

* Pilgrim’s Progress (John Bunyan)  � 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SSSSend in your stories, reflections, Raisins, etc toend in your stories, reflections, Raisins, etc toend in your stories, reflections, Raisins, etc toend in your stories, reflections, Raisins, etc to    Rudy Friesen orRudy Friesen orRudy Friesen orRudy Friesen or    

Les ZachariasLes ZachariasLes ZachariasLes Zacharias    for the next issue offor the next issue offor the next issue offor the next issue of    The Grapevine.The Grapevine.The Grapevine.The Grapevine. 

Editors: 
Rudy Friesen (rudynruth@mymts.net) 

Les Zacharias (lmzax5@gmail.com) 
  

 


